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our vision  

 
All people have the right to achieve 

their highest potential, which  

includes the right to creative  

expression.  Creativity lies within  

everyone and can be powerfully  

expressed through the arts.  The  

Nina Haggerty Centre for the Arts 

(the Nina) believes in the importance 

of creation and exhibition of art by 

those who face barriers to artistic  

expression. 
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We have had a year to be proud of. The executive team and  
the professional artistic staff at the Nina have done great 
work reinforcing the purpose of the Nina and the power of 
art to transform lives.  
 

At the core of our work is our support of adult artists with 
developmental disabilities, creating a safe place in our 
studios to freely explore their ideas and emotions through 
a range of media.  This model of support also extends to 
other individuals who can use art to improve their lives.  
 

The main studios hum with activity throughout the week, 
and programming at other times makes the community 
richer. Programs include the RBC Emerging Artists  
Apprenticeship project, Urban Spirits Rotary Crystal Kids 
Art Program, Jubilee Auditoria Society Community Arts 
Night, ATB Music and Recording Program, and the TELUS 
Community Arts Night.  
 

With the support of the corporate sponsors and the artists 
who oversee all the activities, the Nina is living our motto:  

Create, connect, change lives. 
 

A new collaboration with Stantec helped us focus attention 
on one artist, recognizing them for the commitment they 
bring to their artistic practice and the quality of their work 
over time.   

In 2015, the spotlight shone on Scott Berry and his show 
Ȱ#ÏÎÆÕÓÅÍÅÎÔȢȱ !ÆÔÅÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÏÌÌÅÒÙ  
'ÁÌÌÅÒÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .ÉÎÁȟ Ȱ#ÏÎÆÕÓÅÍÅÎÔȱ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ 
other venues, bringing this artist and his work to the  
attention of a broader audience.   
 

This year, we are celebrating Leona Clawson as the 2016 
Stantec Artist of the Year and showing off her exhibition 
Ȱ7ÏÏÏÏÏÄÌÁÎÄȱ ÉÎ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÖÅÎÕÅÓȢȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
Stantec offices in Grande Prairie and at the Rutherford 
Library on the U of A campus.     
 

Having enough funds to deliver all the programming at the 
Nina continues to be a challenge. The Board is focused on 
ensuring that the centre remains in good shape fiscally so 
we can keep up with the creativity of our artists and deliver 
the programs that we know make a difference. We appre-
ciate all the support we get from our donors, who are part 
of our good news story.   
 

While the board looks forward to the year ahead, we must 
pause to bid a fond farewell to Svetlana Pavlenko who has 
served for the past several years as our secretary and  
treasurer, and to Cecilia Bloxom who leaves the board after 
one term .  Both are wonderful ambassadors for the Nina.  
We thank them for their contributions and wish them the 
best as they move on to new ventures.   

 

message 

from  

the board 

chair 
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board slate 

thank you Svetlana and Cecilia 

Roy Skoreyko joined the board in 2015 

Cecilia Bloxom 

Svetlana Pavlenko 
 

THE NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS (THE NINA)  
IS PLEASED TO PRESENT THE FOLLOWING SLATE OF  
OFFICERS FOR RATIFICATION BY MEMBERS: 
 

Shelagh Kubish:  chair 
Janice Kosak:  vice-chair 
Noel Xavier:  treasurer 

Jodi Eyolfson: secretary 
 

DIRECTORS RETURNING TO THE BOARD IN A FIRST OR  
SECOND TERM ARE: 
 

Jodi Eyolfson 
Bruce Kirkland 

James Morrissey 
Roy Skoreyko 

Heather Zwicker 

)ÔȭÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÇÏÏÄ-bye, and this year we must bid farewell to 
two members of the Nina board.   
 

3ÖÅÔÌÁÎÁ 0ÁÖÌÅÎËÏ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ .ÉÎÁȭÓ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÓ Á ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ×Å 
moved into our new facility on 118th avenue.  We thank one of our 
founding board members, Jeni Adler, for bringing Svetlana in for a tour.  
The rest , as they say, is history.   
 

Svetlana has been a dedicated director, braving the thankless task of 
policy manual review, and has always been quick to respond to requests 
to represent Nina at events and functions.  For the past several  years she 
has served as Secretary, and even extended her second term by a year to 
serve as our Secretary/Treasurer this past year.   
 

A Rise Award winner (2010) and recipient of a 2015 Top 40 Under 40 
award, Svetlana has been generous in sharing her talents and time.   
Reflecting on her experiences at the Nina, she has found it amazing to 
ÓÅÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÈÅÌÌÓȢ  Ȱ) ÁÍ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÎÏÕÒÅÄ ÔÏ  
serve on the board of this amazing organization that helps people with 
developmental disabilities come out of their hidden place to become  
ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÅÁÔÏÒÓȢȱ 
 

Cecilia Bloxom has served one term on the board, bringing with her a 
strong  background in communication to the table.  She worked with 
board and staff to develop a communication plan and has proven to be a 
valuable asset during the past year as the board and organization have 
grappled with some growing pains.   
 

Cecilia leaves the board to take on the role  of president of the local 
chapter of a national public relations society, but promises to be a strong 
ambassador for the Nina in her travels.   
 

We thank Svetlana and Cecilia for their contribution to the Nina and wish 
them every success in their future endeavours.  We also hopeto see them 
at future events and artist receptions!  

1 
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Volunteers create, connect and change lives every day at the 
Nina.  This year, 58 volunteers contributed a total of 1,959 
hours, helping in the studios, the gallery and with special 
events.  
 

There was a record number of special events this year and 
volunteers played an integral role.  At almost every event, 
Erika Zanello was there with her organizational genius to 
take care of whatever presented itself.  We thank Jennifer 
Lewin and Jennifer Parker for their wonderful photos, and 
the many volunteers, including Colleen Ulliac, Alexandra 
Tang and Anna Scarpelli for their help with our many  
gallery receptions.  
 

This year, we were also fortunate to have a casino and we 
extend heartfelt thanks to our casinos volunteers.  Those late 
nights paid off - proceeds from those two days in  
January added just under $80,000 to our bank account! 
 

We were also delighted to welcome volunteer groups from 
Alberta Education, Stantec, TD, TELUS and CASA who 
cleaned, painted and generally made our lives better.  It is 
truly amazing what one energized group can do, including 
creating great merchandising ideas for our on-line store,  
fairs and Christmas sales.    
 

You can find out more about volunteering at the Nina by 
visiting our website.    

 

volunteers  

making a  

difference 

 

Special event volun-

teers contributed 

more than 400 hours 

last yearé 
 

...helping with art sales 

and receptions, family  

art day, art nights, the  

patronsõ luncheon,  

Ninaõs birthday bash  

and our music salon  

with Sass Jordan. 

 

They also staffed the  

gallery on Thursday   

evenings and Saturdays, 

cleaned and painted, 

spread Christmas joy to 

our artists and worked 

our casino. 

 

Ninaõs participation in 

Symphony in the City,  

the Royal Bison craft  

sale and our CFCW  

radiothon was also  

volunteer powered.   

 

We couldnõt do it 

without you! 

1 

2 
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thank you  

to each and 

every one of 

our amazing   

volunteers! 

3 

4 
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Dennis Yowney with Esther Tyrie 
 

Fabric art piece by Vanessa Ryl 
 

Alberta Education staff  
 

Stantec employees clean up at Nina 

during Stantec in the Community Day  
 

Erika Zanello with Yvette Prefontaine 
 

TELUS volunteers Melissa Melnyk and 

Hebo Garan 

2 
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the Nina  

artistsõ 

collective 

7ÈÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ .ÉÎÁ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓȭ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȟ 
their lives are typically defined by disability.  Most 
often, their lives are fairly structured, with others 
responsible for making all the decisions that  
impact their lives.  In the studios, they are  
encouraged to work as independently as possible 
and must make all their own decisions about their 
art making.  The professional artistic staff push 
artists to experiment with different media, explore 
new techniques and look within to find and 
express their own unique voice.   
 

Great things happen when  

you give a person freedom of  

expression!  
 

We see an explosion of creativity every day in  
the studios and, while success  does not happen 
overnight, many artists develop their artistic  
practice to the point that their work is exhibited  
and sold.   

Selling work and seeing art exhibited 

in public is life changing. 
 

Half of the proceeds from art sales go to the artist 
and the other half goes back into the program to 
purchase more art supplies.  Perhaps even more  
important than the money (which is huge) is the 
impact on confidence and self image. Ȱ) ÁÍ ÁÎ  
ÁÒÔÉÓÔȦȱ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÇÁÍÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÒȢ 
 

This year, we supported as many as 200 adults with 
disabilities, with 170 artists active in the studios 
each week.   

Lisa Reece at work in the print studio 
 

Artists at work in the main visual art studio 

(foreground Randy Stennes, at drawing table Scott 

Berry) 

1 

2 

1 
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Edmontonõs newest arts awards 

create 

connect 

changed lives 

2015 Stantec artist of the year 

Jaymee Howarth is truly creative and often invokes the envy of the 
professional artistic staff at the Nina who wish that they had her  
drawing skills.  She is so focused on her art making when she is in the 
studio, it is difficult to get her to even stop for lunch!  While Jaymee 
may struggle to communicate with words, she always connects 

Scott Berry had an amazing year as Nina and Stantec joined to celebrate 
his commitment to his artistic practice and significant body of work.  This 
success was well-deserved as Scott is a committed and hard working artist.  
He has produced binders of black and white drawings for stop motion ani-
mation and has had success working in various media.    

Desiree Stewart exemplifies the power of art to change lives.  Initially 
very withdrawn and lacking confidence, she has found a voice in the 
ceramic studio, challenging herself and creating work that is uniquely 
ÈÅÒ Ï×ÎȢ  !ÒÔ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ $ÅÓÉÒÅÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ 
contributes to a renewed sense of identity and potential.    

Ulrike Rossier has been connecting with audiences for more than a 
decade, creating her trademark colourful abstracts five days a week in 
ÔÈÅ .ÉÎÁ ÓÔÕÄÉÏÓȢ ! ÆÅ× ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÇÏȟ ÓÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÃÅȱ 
Á×ÁÒÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ -ÁÙÏÒȭÓ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÈÅÒ ÁÒÔ ×ÁÓ 
featured on a billboard (part of the YEGCanvas project with Pattison 

The connect award is given to an artist who has been able to connect with a broader community through their artwork or 

artistic practice.  Their work has been exhibited in public spaces or reproduced on merchandise, used for promotional 

material or been the subject of media attention.  As a result, the broader community has been able to learn about them 

as a person and appreciate their contribution through art.   

The changed lives award is given to an artist who has helped us to see how art enriches lives.  The artistõs experiences 

have enabled them to change their view on life and add the word òartistó to the story they tell about themselves.  The 

people they know have a new appreciation for their unique abilities and commitment to their art practice.     

The create award is given to an artist who has demonstrated their commitment to becoming an artist through their  

enthusiasm for making art when in the Nina studios, and they may be making art on their own time.  They are developing 

a vision for their work or have broken through a creative barrier and innovated their own practice.   

The Stantec artist of the year is selected for their demonstrated commitment over time to their art practice.  They have 

developed a vision for their art making that can be seen through a consistent, identifiable style and their artwork is  

consistently chosen for exhibition and sale.   



10 

 

it started with a quilt... 

Leona Clawson is an inspired artist.  She sleeps, eats and breathes art and 
has successfully worked in different media, including painting, drawing, 
ceramics, fabric and sculpture.  She can even add puppeteer  
to her resume.   

 

With more than a decade of successful art 

making in the Nina studios and a definite  

passion for her artistic practice, Leona was an 

obvious choice for the Stantec artist of the 

year award.    
 
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ,ÅÏÎÁȭÓ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÙ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ɉÓÈÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÈÁÓ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏ  
at one time), was a quilt. She worked diligently in the fabric studio,  
creating numerous panels that depicted animals and people in outdoor 
settings.  The scenes moved through the seasons and included a  
whimsical character she named Charlie.  These outdoor scenes were  
ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔ ÂÙ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÒÔ ÓÕÍÍÉÔ  
in Glasgow, Scotland.  Leona has limited short term memory so already 
concrete memories of the trip are fleeting but the visual impact of drives 
through the Scottish countryside remain.   
 

As Stantec artist of the year, Leona had a tough act to follow. Scott  
"ÅÒÒÙȟ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔȟ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÈÉÇÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ  
Confusement installation. Working with the artistic team, Leona  
expressed the desire to bring her quilt, and Charlie, to life. 
 

Leona and the team did a magnificent job of creating that world.  Leona 
recreated her quilt panels on gigantic cloth panels using a piece of  
charcoal attached to a long stick to form the backdrop for installation.  
 

Her installation, Wooooodlands, opened in the Stollery Gallery in  
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΨΦΧάȢ  4ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ .ÉÎÁȭÓ 
13th birthday.    
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